
Crab in a Gap
Sound: short a Set 1 · First sounds Decodable story

Dan and Nan sit on a rock. A crab is in a gap. The

crab has a big nip. Snap, snap! Dan has a net. The

crab ran into the sand. Nan and Dan clap. The crab

can nap in the sand. Dan and Nan pack up. It is fab.

Read it 3 times. Colour a star each time.

Find 6 words with short a in the story. Write them here.

Grown-ups: Point to each word as your child reads. Short a says a as in apple. Stretch it out: c-a-t, cat. Read
it three times this week; it gets smoother each time.

Wombat Words
Practise the short a sound with Digby in the app. Scan the code or visit wombatwords.app
Free for home and classroom use. © 2026 Fiume Systems.



Trace the short a words
Sound: short a Handwriting: QLD Beginners

Trace the grey words, then write each word on your own at the end of the line.

cat cat cat

map map map

crab crab crab

gap gap gap

sand sand sand

snap snap snap
Wombat Words
More tracing in your school's handwriting style, with Digby checking every letter. Scan the code or visit
wombatwords.app
Free for home and classroom use. © 2026 Fiume Systems.


